
Otterburn Parish Council
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday, 3 May, 2011
Between 7.00pm and 7.25pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall

MINUTES

Present
Val Corbett Vice-Chair in for the Chair Ron Holden Sarah Robson from 7.15
Harry Scott Clive Emerson

In attendance
Martin Chilvers Clerk
Cllr John Riddle from 7.10

1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED from John Hartshorne, who was unable to attend the annual 
general meeting due to attending a Council meeting in Hexham.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting
The minutes of the last annual general meeting had been circulated and AGREED at the meeting of 
the Parish Council held on 1 June, 2010.

3. Election of Officers
The Parish Clerk invited nominations for the position of Chairman and Vice Chairman for the coming 
year.

Mr John Hartshorne was proposed as Chairman by Clive Emerson and seconded by Val Corbett. 
Members AGREED.

Mrs Val Corbett was proposed as Vice Chairman by Ron Holden and seconded by Harry Scott. 
Members AGREED.

4. Summary of the year’s activity
A report had been circulated outlining the progress on or resolution of a number of village issues 
during the year. 
Progress: 1) Confirmation is awaited that the conveyance of ‘The Green’ at Willowgreen has now been 
completed after a cheque for Aimbaron’s solicitors work has been sent.  When confirmation has been 
received an open meeting with residents in Willowgreen will be held to decide how it should be used 
going forward.  The second conveyance for the piece of land that is the footpath to the Otterburn Mill 
has been slightly more protracted and a surveyor commissioned to produce a detailed, scaled map of 
the piece of land. However this to should now be completed very soon; 2) The Parish Council are 
working with Northumberland County Council to improve the traffic safety through the village. A 
greater police presence has been seen and drivers caught speeding through the village have been given 
fixed penalties or summons; 3) Negotiations between the Parish Council, Northumberland County 
Council Planning Department and Mouldshaugh Development are ongoing to develop the footpath 
joining Willowgreen and Brierley Gardens; 4) Consideration and fund raising is currently being 
undertaken to replace some of the village Children’s Playground equipment; 5) Negotiation regarding 
footpath access at Otterburn Hall is ongoing. A further modification order is to be issued due to an 
administration error in the original by Northumberland County Council; 6) The Parish Council are 
working with Northumberland County Council to resolve the blocked drain in the road alongside PC 
Carroll’s seat as well as the broken sign for the Public Lavatories; 

Resolution: 1) The missing cats eyes in the village have been replaced; 2) Repairs recommended by 
RoSPA have been completed on the village children’s playground; 3) New signage has been fitted in 
the village including ‘Otterburn Trail’ signs either end of the Mill Lane footpath, a new sign at the top 
of Elderberry Cottages; 4) Improved access has been give to the Mill Lane footpath with the removal 
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of the gate at either end: 5) There is agreement for Orchard House Veterinary Services to begin a 
mobile service outside the Memorial Hall from May 2011: 6) A successful Village Tidy-up was run in 
April 2011 with over 20 bags of rubbish being collected by the volunteers; 7) The hole in the footpath 
between Snaith’s and the Village school has been filled in.

5. Report from County Councillor and questions
Councillor John Riddle reported that the County Council budget constraints are well documented and 
required actions are beginning to be implemented.

However there is to be an extra £3.1m provided by Central Government for the roads of 
Northumberland. This will go towards repairs from in particular weather related problems created last 
winter. Questions have been asked as to where will the money be spent and answers are still awaited. 
One area likely to have some spend is new signage warning drivers of uneven and poor road surfaces. 
Meantime new machinery is now being used to resurface roads with positive feedback.

The review of the library continues and no decision as yet made.

Cllr Riddle was asked a question was about wind turbines in Northumberland.  It was reported that the 
county has exceeded its target and there is a feeling Northumberland is actually taking a lot of the 
country target.  This is perhaps the county is less populated and so not so many to complain however 
there is to be a consultation on the topic in the near future.  

6. Matters for further discussion

There was no other business
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